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 Leaving a gift to the Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF) 
through your will is a simple, yet significant, contribution 
to a future where animals have a more protected place in 
our society, where they are not just voiceless victims of 
abuse and neglect.

ALDF envisions a world in which the lives and inter-
ests of animals are recognized, respected, and protected 
within the legal system. Animals deserve the very best 
legal protection available. And you can help ensure they 
get it. You can keep improving animals’ lives in perpetu-
ity through your estate plans. 

Your gift will help make this happen.

Through a Life Income Gift, you can take care of your 
loved ones while also ensuring that care and concern for 
animals is part of your legacy.

cHaritaBLe giFt annuities are, first and foremost, a gift to 
ALDF. However, a charitable gift annuity also provides you 
with fixed income for the rest of your life.  It can offer you  
significant tax benefits, such as an immediate federal  
income tax deduction and, if you donate appreciated se-
curities, savings on capital gains taxes.

Life 
Income 
Gifts

(Cont’d on page 2)

New Year’s resolutions are hard to make and often harder to 
keep. But here’s one that is not hard at all. First, you just 
decide to do it. That’s easy. If you are reading this you are 
someone who cares deeply about animals, and as a caring 
person, you also care about your own loved ones. You want 
to improve the lives of animals, even when you are not here, 
and you want to take care of those you love.  That’s the first 
step. The second is doing it and that’s where ALDF comes in. 
We make that just as easy.
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A charitable gift annuity is a simple agreement between 
you and ALDF. In exchange for a donation of $10,000 or 
more, ALDF will pay you and/or another recipient fixed 
payments each year for life. These payments, a portion of 
which may be tax-free, are based on the age of the payment 
recipients at the time of the gift and are backed by a gift an-
nuity reserve fund as well as our financial assets.

The older the donor, the higher the annuity payments. If 
you are between the ages of 50 and 60, you can defer the 
annual payments for a period of years and receive a higher 
annuity rate and larger tax deduction while establishing 
reliable, regular source of retirement income.

cHaritaBLe reMainder trusts are irrevocable trust arrange-
ments between you and a trustee of your choice (typically 
a bank or trust company) that provide income to you or 
your designated beneficiary or beneficiaries for life or for 
up to 20 years. At the end of the trust’s term, the remaining 
assets pass to ALDF as the charitable beneficiary. Donors 
are eligible for an immediate federal income tax charitable 
deduction, and by contributing appreciated assets to the 
trust you can diversify your investments and increase your 
earnings while incurring no immediate capital gains tax.

(Cont’d from page 1)

cHaritaBLe Lead trusts make annual payments to 
ALDF as your charitable beneficiary, either for a 
fixed number of years or for the life of an individual 
or individuals. When the trust terminates, the re-
maining assets then either return to you (a “grantor 
lead trust”) or go to your loved ones (a non-grantor 
lead trust). Depending on which type you choose, 
you may be eligible for such tax benefits as an im-
mediate income tax deduction or a deduction in the 
estate and gift taxes on the future transfer of assets 
to a family member.

For other ways to give, please contact Erika Mathews 
at emathews@aldf.org.

For a detailed account of our work, our accomplishments, our plans for the future,  
and the staff that are the stewards of our mission, please see our ALDF website at aldf.org.  



MessAge FroM The 

Executive Director
Welcome to the first edition of ALDF’s Founder’s Legacy Society Newsletter!

As a friend of ALDF, you have earned the right to be at the forefront of 
receiving information on ALDF’s endeavors—our successes and our 
ongoing efforts.  Biannually you will be the first to learn the details of 
how your generosity can help the Animal Legal Defense Fund push the 
boundaries of the law to help ensure that the lives and interests of animals 
everywhere are protected—from assisting with small-town cruelty cases 
to filing suit against the federal government. We may be the only lawyers 
on Earth whose clients are all innocent.

Since the very beginning, cutting-edge lawsuits have been at the heart 
of ALDF’s work on behalf of animals. We have been at the forefront for 
more than three decades, pressing government agencies to do their jobs to 
protect animals and focusing a national spotlight on such issues as factory 
farming and dissection in schools.

And…we have been winning!

2014 VIctORIES:
 � In July, ALDF settled a lawsuit against the organizer of the JMK Coyote 
Hunting Contest in Crane, Harney County, Oregon, shutting down the 
contest.

 � In July, OSHA fined the Miami Seaquarium $7,000 as a result of an 
ALDF complaint. We documented worker safety violations, showing 
trainers in the water with a captive orca named Lolita.

 � In July, at the urging of ALDF, the Department of Transportation expanded 
the rule that requires airlines to report incidents involving the loss, 
injury, or death of certain animals during air transport to include all 
cats and dogs, rather than merely those who are already household pets.

 � In May, a federal judge dismissed Mayfair House, Inc.’s constitutional 
challenge against the City of West Hollywood’s first-in-the-nation 
ban on the sale within the city limits of products made from animal 
fur. ALDF and the Humane Society of the United States filed friend 
of the court briefs in support of the City’s request for dismissal of 
the case. We successfully argued that the City has the authority to 
regulate animal welfare without running afoul of state statutory and 
constitutional provisions. A leader in animal welfare, in addition to 
its recent ban on the sale of fur products, the City of West Hollywood 
has enacted a number of local controls protecting animals, including 

(Cont’d on page 4)
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bans on the use of steel leg-hold traps, non-therapeutic declawing of cats, 
and the retail sale of pets within city limits. Both ALDF and HSUS have a 
long history of supporting the City in its efforts to promote animal welfare.

 � In May, following a petition by ALDF, PETA, Orca Network, and others, the 
National Marine Fisheries Service proposed a rule to grant Lolita the same 
status under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) that covers all other Southern 
Resident orcas—the pod that she was seized from in 1970. ALDF and PETA 
believe that the current confinement conditions in which Lolita is forced to 
live are prohibited by the ESA. We have opened the door to the prospect that 
she could be retired from performing and transferred to a seaside sanctuary.

 � In March, after appealing an initial wholesale denial, ALDF gained access to 
records from the New York Police Department pertaining to the treatment of 
carriage horses in New York City.

 � In April, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
responded to a December 2013 complaint by ALDF, fining notorious zoo 
G.W. Exotic Animal Park over $5,000 for an incident in which a captive 
tiger violently attacked an employee. OSHA found that G.W. Exotics’ work 
environment poses risks of death or serious physical harm by exposing 
human employees to contact with wild animals, such as tigers, lions, ligers 
and bears. OSHA then recommended the facility follow standards set by the 
Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries.

 � In February, ALDF won a victory for hens and consumers by settling with 
Bay Area egg producer Judy’s Family Farm Organic Eggs, owned by Petaluma 
Egg Farm. As a result of the settlement, the producer will have to change its 
advertising and pay $44,000 to be split equally between the Sonoma Humane 
Society, Public Justice Foundation, and Consumer Action. More information 
about the settlement can be found here at aldf.org

 � In January, Caltrans agreed to remove bird-killing nets at a local highway 
project and vowed to use safer construction methods after settling with 
ALDF and conservation groups.

The animals represented by the Animal Legal Defense Fund can’t speak for 
themselves. By supporting ALDF with a legacy gift, you are raising your voice 
to put a stop to animal abuse—for good. 

For more information on estate planning, please contact Erika Mathews at 
emathews@aldf.org or call 707-795-2533.

For the animals,

(Cont’d from page 3)

The Animal Legal Defense Fund is a nonprofit charitable organization 
recognized under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, tax 
savings resulting from a bequest can be substantial.
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ALDF Estate 
Planning Program
 Humans share this wondrous earth with millions of other species we commonly refer 
to under the broad umbrella name as animals. For too long, too many humans have har-
bored the false believe that we are superior to all other creatures and that superiority in 
some way bestows upon us an inherent right to treat animals as things or as property—or, 
at best, as non-sentient inferior beings who possess little, if any, intelligence, who expe-
rience no emotions, and who are incapable of feeling physical or emotional pain. This 
belief has led to the tragic neglect, suffering, torture and murder—even to the point of 
extinction—of so many members of other species by humans who have never had to an-
swer for their crimes. Mercifully, there are many human beings who have recognized and 
honored the animals for who they are as sentient beings possessing intelligence, emo-
tions and feelings as much, or more, than we humans do; we are not them, but we share 
this world and our lives with them.  

To protect them, respect them, nurture and care for them, learn 
from them, love and be loved by them, is a privilege and an hon-
or. In the relatively short time that the Animal Legal Defense 
Fund has been in existence, it has made phenomenal progress 
in the fight for animals, working within our legal system to grant 
these ‘other nations’ protections that we as individuals, work-
ing alone, could not have achieved. There is now hope—and 
that hope that began as a tiny glimmer will shine ever brighter 

as we stand together in support of the ALDF, through our time here and beyond, by choos-
ing to name ALDF as a beneficiary in our wills.

As members of ALDF for many years, we continue to be thankful that one organization 
in the broader animal rights community dedicates all of its resources to working through 
the legal system to help draft and enact stronger animal protection laws and to providing 
resources to assist in the prosecution of animal abusers so they can be brought to justice.

We are grateful to be associated with a group of people who care as much as we do about 
the safety and welfare of our animal friends and happy that we can help provide for future 
funding of ALDF’s work on behalf of animals through the estate planning process by leav-
ing a gift as our legacy after our passing.

Signed,

D & M, ALDF Members
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Thank You to Friends Who  
Will Leave a Legacy for Animals
 Since childhood, I have felt a kinship with 
animals and care deeply about how they are 
treated. My adult home has always included 
companion dogs, treated like children, and I 
recently fulfilled the lifelong dream of inter-
acting with horses by volunteering for Tama-
ya Rehabilitation Stables in New Mexico.  

As an animal advocate, I focus primarily on 
puppy mills, factory farming, canned hunts, 
the illegal wildlife trade, and protection for 
horses.

My early experiences with animals com-
pelled me to commit my life to improving 
theirs. As a preschooler, I could eat the 
scrambled eggs from chickens that my be-
loved grandparents raised, but watching a 
slaughtered chicken jump around was trau-
matizing and planted the seeds of vegetari-
anism. 

During elementary school, I watched a 
neighborhood dog attack a kitten. That 
memory and the feeling of helplessness as 
the scene unfolded before me are still vivid.  
Their paths should never have crossed. The 
kitten was probably feral, born long before 
the advent of TNR ordinances (trap, neuter, 
release), and no leash laws existed to pro-
hibit the dog from roaming freely.

I was incensed at being asked to cut up a 
frog for a high school science class, but later 
heartened when Jenifer Graham won a four-
year legal battle against her high school for 
a dissection alternative. Her case set a legal 
precedent in California and demonstrated to 
me how changing laws could effect change 
for animals. 

The legal system seems to move with painful slowness as animals 
suffer while we wait, and setbacks are hard. Yet, in the absence of 
the radical shift in human consciousness necessary to improve ani-
mals’ lives, legislating compassion is their best chance.  

I am convinced that the only way to make important, lasting im-
provements for animals is by changing laws that apply to them.  Fre-
quently, fairness even between humans must be legislated. Using 
our legal system to mandate proper treatment of animals is a new 
frontier for the legal system and may be the only way to guarantee 
protection for animals.

I accept that the changes I have supported are unlikely in my life-
time. Therefore, leaving resources for ALDF to carry on this cru-
cial work gives me great comfort. No other animal organization has 
ALDF’s expertise and focus. ALDF is fighting to save animals today 
and shaping the future of animal law to protect animals in the fu-
ture. I may not see change happen, but I will have helped.

Signed,

P. Elizabeth Andersen

Mani and ginger



aldf.org/about-us/support-animal-legal-defense-fund/memorial-and-honor-gifts
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Losing a companion animal can be a 
heartbreaking experience. Consider 
honoring their memory by making a 
gift to ALDF through our Memorial 
and Honor Gifts Program. Donate in 
the name of a departed pet, and know 
that their legacy will help create a 
better world for animals everywhere.

Whether the tribute is for you or a 
friend, we will send a sympathy card, 
and with any donation of $100 or 
more, you are eligible for a pewter 
pendant in one of three designs that 
comes on a 20” cable chain.

To order, follow the link below:

Are you or a friend grieving the loss of a beloved pet?

Stephen Wells
executive Director

Vaughn Maurice
Development Director

William Rivas-Rivas
Director of Philanthropic gifts

Erika Mathews
officer of Philanthropic gifts

Dale Thompson
Development Associate

Jen Fosnight
Development Administrative Assistant

The Animal Legal Defense Fund is a  
nonprofit organization funded almost 
entirely by individual, tax-deductible 
contributions. For information on planned 
giving, please email estates@aldf.org or 
call 707-795-2533. For information about 
our work and programs, email us at  
info@aldf.org or visit aldf.org

Free guide on Ways to give!
Email estates@aldf.org or call 707-795-2533

       Be reMeMBered as an aniMaL advocate

       WA|S TO GIVE
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